CALL   NO  MAN  HAPPY

(a) It is impossible for you to come here again. That is com-
pletely out of the question. Moreover I myself am ordered, to
leave.

(b) If things go well it is possible that I shall be sent to Paris in
the course of next week, but naturally I shall have neither time
nor means of letting you know in advance.

(c) If things clearly go worse I wish you to go to Essendieras.
I ardently hope that this will not be necessary, but I wish to
have the assurance that you will be wise enough to make this
essential retreat in time. Families are like armies; they can be
saved by a prudent manoeuvre.

Since the beginning of this hard period your wisdom and your
tenderness have been my only reasons for continuing to live ...

In the north unverifiable rumours circulated: "The Germans are
in Cambraif And the French Mission decided to withdraw talcing
me with it. Then it was learned that the news was false and we re-
turned to Arras. 'The Germans are at Bapaume!' And Colonel
Medlicott, who was now Chief of Public Relations, said to us:

'Reassemble at Amiens/

On the 20th of May we found the city of Amiens overrun by
refugees and stripped of its substance like a field ravaged by grass-
hoppers. No beds available. I rolled myself in a blanket. In the
night Colonel Medlicott had me awakened:

'We are leaving for Boulogne/ I was told by an English officer
he had sent, *but two of our cars have been destroyed; we no longer
have room for you or the correspondents ... The Germans are
coming... Return to Paris/

'And how?'

'By rail/

'There are no more trains. .. /

'Then any way you can.

He disappeared into the night. There were a dozen of us French-
men there, our baggage lost. We had no orders for transportation.
Were we going to be stupidly taken prisoner? We hurried to the
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